
Pentagon Cites Prison R ecord 

Communist’s Remains 
Barred Fro 

rut 

The Defense Department 
ruled yesterday that the cre- 
mated remains of Robert G. 

Thompson will not be in- 
terred in Arlington National 
Cemetery. 

Thompson was a decorated 
war hero who was convicted 
as a leader of the U.S. Com 
munist Party, of advocating 
the violent overthrow of the 
Government. His widow’s an- 
nouncement last Saturday of 
plans to place his ashes in the 
National Cemetery had drawn 
outraged protests from Capi- 
tol Hill and national veterans’ 
organizations. 

In its statement, the Penta- 
gon said only that the deci- 
sion “followed a review of the 


facts, including - an opinion 
from the Attorney General.” 
A seven-page opinion signed 
[by Attorney General Nicholas 
deB. Katzenbach accompanied 
the announcement. 

Katzenbach advised Deputy 
Defense Secretary Cyrus R. 
Vance that because of Thomp- 
son’s prison record, the De- 
fense Department “can prop- 
erly refuse to permit the in- 
terment.” 

In New York, Sylvia Thomp- 
son called the decision “an in- 
credibly immoral and illegal 
act. The Pentagon has yielded 
to political ghouls.” 

“I intend to press the fight 
in the courts and before pub- 
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lie opinion to have my hus- 
band buried alongside his fel- 
low soldiers,” she said. The 
ceremony had been scheduled 
for Monday, and the widow 
! had requested that the tradi- 
tional gun salute be omitted 
to demonstrate her opposition 
to the war in Vietnam. 

Rep. Charles E. Bennett (D- 
Fla.), of the House Armed 
Services Committee praised 
the Pentagon’s ruling, saying 
that “any other decision would 
have been an affront to the 
noble young men who have 
given so much of their lives 
to our country.” 

“The facts are that Robert 
Thompson has given as much 
or more than most Americans 
in the struggle for democ- 
racy,” said Gus Hall, general 
secretary of the U.S. Com- 
munist Party.” 

Thompson, who in 1943 won 


the Distinguished Service 
Cross in the Pacific, first 
joined the Communist Party 
in 1933 and after the war be- 
came chairman of the New 
York State unit. 

In 1949 he and 10 other 
Party leaders were convicted 
in a New York Federal Court 
under the Smith Act and 
sentenced to three years in 
prison. After the Supreme 
Court denied his appeal, he 
fled and subsequently was 
sentenced to an additional 
four years for criminal con- 
tempt. 

Thompson served five years 
and one month and was re- 
leased in 1958. He died last 
October and his body was 
cremated. 

An Army regulation that 
took effect a year ago pro- 
vides that a person will not 


be buried in a national ceme- 
tejy if convicted in a Federal 
cciirt “of a crime or crimes, 
thj! result of which” is “a sen- 
tence to imprisonment of five 
yqprs or more.” 

Katzenbach said Thomp- 
son's two sentences were the 
result of a single proceeding 
and thus under that regula- 
tion his Arlington burial could 
be denied. 

| >ince the general five-year 
r ision already prevents 
burial of Thompson’s le- 
is,” Katzenbach said in a 
note, there is “no occasion 
separate discussion” of a 
Army regulation issued 
sday — the same day the 
tagon sent the Thompson 
to the Justice Depart- 
t. That regulation ex- 
es from Arlington Ceme- 
anyone convicted “of any 
nse involving subversive 
activity.” 



